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The Washington Iron Furnace s t i l l  s t a n d s ,  and in  remarkably 
f i n e  cond i t ion ,  on t h e  o l d  I r o n  Mine Branch of Pigg River which even- 
t u a l l y  took a new name, Furnace Creek, from t h e  ' i ron works. B u i l t  
of g r a n i t e ,  t h e  quarry  notches a r e  s t i l l  v i s i b l e  on the  f a c e s  of t h e  
old furnace.  The e longated  and t runca ted  pyramidal shape is usual  i n  
furnaces of i t s  e r a .  The hea r th  and bellows openings a t  t h e  base of 
t h e  furnace curve upwards. then become l i n e a r  and a r e  capped wi th  a 
s t r o n g  s t o n e  l i n t e l .  The southern  f a c e  of t h e  furnace  measures almost 
30 f e e t .  w i t h  i ts  opening neasuring a l i t t l e  ove r  12  f e e t .  The e a s t -  
e r n  face  is imbedded in  t h e  h i l l s i d e  but  t h e  openin.: is about  9'9" 
and from t h e  southeas t  co rne r  t o  t h e  opening it is a l s o  about  9'9". 
Again a s  was usua l ,  t h e  furnace i a  s e t  a g a i n s t  t h e  s i d e  of a h i l l  s o  
t h a t  t h e  i ron  o r e ,  cha rcoa l ,  and l imestone f l u x  could be  dumped i n t o  
t h e  furnace from t h e  top.  The br idge  which once l e d  from t h e  a i d e  of 
t h e  h i l l  t o  t h e  t o p  of t h e  furnace  is no Jonger ex tan t .  



Under h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  t h e  furnace seems t o  have f lou r i shed .  A l e t t e r  
t o  a nephew of Colonel Calloway, D r .  Henry Greene Calloway of Callands 
in  P i t t s y l v a n i a  County, g ives  an idea  of t h e  type  of a r t i c l e s  produced 
and t h e i r  p r i ces :  
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I Washington Works, Aug. 19, 1805 

T i t h e s  a t  t h e  I ron  Works: 
John Holaway, Charles  Holaway, Amos Spain,  
Thomas Bolton 
Negroes Moody, Dick, Harry. Tames, J u d i t h ,  and N e l l .  

. . 
. . 

p. S I G N I F I ~ A N C E  - 

In 1779, John and Rachel Donelson s o l d  the  furnace  t o  Jeremiah 
Early (grea t -grandfa ther  of General Jubal  A. Ea r ly )  and James Calloway. 
P a t r i o t  f e rvor  and f r i e n d s h i p  between Colonel Calloway and k o r g e  
Washington seems t o  have moved t h e  new owners t o  rename m e  Bloomery, 
a s  it was previous ly  r e f e r r e d  t o ,  Washington I r o n  Works. The j o i n t  
ownership was shor t - l ived  f o r  soon a f t e r  t h e  purchase Jeremiah E a r l y  
d ied  and on March 23, 1781. John Ear ly  s o l d  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  i n t e r e s t  t o  
James Calloway (Ann J o p l i n ,  "The Washington I ron  Works"). The mining 
i n t e r e s t s  of Colonel Calloway extended beyond Frankl in  County, Miss . 

Maud C a r t e r  Clements i n  he r  h i s t o r y  of t h e  furnace appearing in t h e  
V i r g i n i a  Cavalcade r epor t s :  
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Z 
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A t  t h i s  t ime of 1781 he was a l r e a d y  t h e  owner of 
t h e  Oxford I ron  Works, l o c a t e d  n e a r J a m e s  River e a s t  
of the  p resen t  c i t y  of Lynchburg, and t h e  Chiswell Lead 
Mines on New River ,  i n  southwest Virg in ia .  
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

The Washington I ron  Furnace s t a n d s  a s  one of t h e  o l d e s t  and 
b e s t  preserved i ron  furnaces  i n  t h e  Commonwealth. The e a r l i e s t  r eco rds  
of t h e  furnace  d a t e  from 1770 and a r e  found i n  t h e  P i t t s y l v a n i a  County 
records. A t  t h a t  t ime it was opera ted  by John Donelson . ( f a t h e r  of 
Rachel Donelson who married Andrew Jackson) and was c a l l e d  "The 
Bloomery". The county t a x  r e t u r n s  f o r  1773 r e p o r t  t h a t  Donelson 
employed f o u r  white men and s i x  s l a v e s  t o  work t h e  furnace: 

Dear S i r , -  
I rece ived yours of t h e  1 6 t h  inst., by t h e  

b e a r e r ,  Mr. Augustin Dishon end have s e n t  you 
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by h i s  r e t u r n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  c a s t i n g s  you m o t e  f o r  a s  
s t a t e d  below, except  t h e  s i x  g a l l o n  p o t t  of which we 
have none on hand a t  t h i s  time. We s h a l l  s h o r t l y  be 
in  b l a s t  again ,  i f  you should want any o t h e r  a r t i c l e  
of c a s t i n g s  s h a l l  be  glad t o  f u r n i s h  you. 
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I am Dear S i r .  
Very Respec t fu l ly  

Y r  MO 0 b ' t  
Wm. Crump. 

1 1 0  Gallon Pott................................0.16.8 
1 Large Oven....................................0.14.0 
1 Middle s i z e  oven..............................0.12.0 
1 Large Skillet................................. 0. 5.0 
1 Deep Skillet................................... 3.0 
1 P a i r  F i r e  Dogs................................O.lS.O 

Another product of the  furnace  was found s e v e r a l  yea r s  a30 by t h e  grandson 
of t h e  present  owner who while  playing around t h e  furnace  pu l l ed  ou t  an 
o ld  c a s t i n g  da ted  1786 which may hsve been intended a s  a f i r eback .  C. J. 
Davis of Rocky Mount a l s o  has  some p i g  i ron  which is repu ted ly  a product 
of t h e  o ld  i ron  works. F i n a l l y ,  many of t h e  roads in  t h e  v i c i n i t y  a r e  
supposed t o  have been l a i d  wi th  s l a g  from the  furnace:. 

(Number a11 sn(r1s.J 
I 

#8 s i g n i f i c a n c e  

S T A T E  

Virginia 

COU"p'~anklin 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

The importance of t h e  i ron  works was recognized v e r y  e a r l y  i n  
t h e  h i s t o r y  of Franklin County. Although the  p r o j e c t  was n o t  f u l l y  c a r r i e d  
o u t ,  

A s  e a r l y  a s  1796. the  L e g i s l a t u r e  considered a B i l l  
f o r  making t h e  Pigg River  more navigable  from its mouth 
t o  t h e  Washington I ron  Works. James Callaway, Benjaroin 
Cook, Samuel Duval,. Swinf i e l d  H i l l  and J o s i a h  Wood were 
named a s  supe rv i so r s  of t h e  deepening and c l e a r i n g  of 
t h e  channel (Wingfield, p. 40) 

ENTRYNUMBER 

Around 1820, t h e  Saunders b r o t h e r s ,  P e t e r ,  Jr.. Samuel. and 
Fleminz purchased t h e  Washington I r o n  Furnace a s  well a s  t h e  Carron Furnace 
on S to ry  Creek near  Ferrum from t h e  h e i r s  of James Calloway (Clements, 1818, 
Jop l in ,  1820). The furnace  seems t o  have continued t o  f l o u r i s h  under t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  of P e t e r  Saundars.  Jr. who nanaged it. The fo l lowing adver t i se -  
ment appeared i n  the  J u l y  31, 1830 e d i t i o n  of The - Milton Gazet te  !I& 
Roanoke Adver t i se r ,  published i n  Milton. North Carol ina ,  a town on t h e  Dan 
River in  Caswell County nea r  t h e  Vi rg in ia  l i n e :  

OITE 

I ron  
Samuel Watkins & Co. 
Have on hand and w i l l  cont inue  t o  r ece ive  from the  

Washington I ron  Works a complete assortment  of Iron, 

http:Pott................................0.16
http:Oven....................................0.14
http:oven..............................0.12
http:Dogs................................O.lS
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which they  w i l l  s e l l  a t  $5, pe r  100 pounds cash. 
May 29th (Clements) 

In an 1836 Gazeteer  of Vi rg in ia  it was r epor t ed  t h a t  one hundred men were 
employed a t  t he  furnace and forge.  Many l i v e d  on t h e  h i l l  j u s t  ac ross  t h e  
creek  from the  furnace.  The i r  comings and goings up and down it e v e n t u a l l y  
gave t h i s  r i s e  t h e  name S k u f f l i n  H i l l .  The Gazeteer  a l s o  repor ted  t h a t  
one hundred s i x t y  tons  of bar  i ron  and c a s t i n g s  were being manufactured 
each year. C l e a r l y  t h i s  was an extremely important indus t ry  f o r  a town 
with a populat ion,  excluding t h e  i ron  workers,  of under two hundred. 

On a h i l l  neighboring t h e  i ron  works s t ands  The Farm a t  t h e  
Furnace which is now owned by D r .  Francis  Anos. Thia seems t o  be t h e  

'. dwelling t h a t  was cons t ruc ted  about  1818 f o r  P e t e r  Saunders Junior.  An 
extens ive  remodelling in 1850 converted t h e  houae i n t o  a C l a s s i c a l  Revival  

. s t ruc tu re .  

A. C. L. 

S T ~ T E  
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ROCKY MOUNT Q U A D R A N G L E  
VIRGINIA-FRANKLIN CO. &Q' .' 

7.5 MINUTE S E R I E S  (TOPOGRAPHIC)  $iQ4 
N W I *  ROCKY MOUNT IS OUADRANOLE 




